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Key Critical Findings

• AI surveillance shifts security from reactive policing to anticipatory 

detection of “suspicious” behavior.

• Automated systems help define what counts as normal or deviant 

conduct in public space.

• Public perception is ambivalent: greater safety but concerns about 

intrusive  monitoring.

 

AI surveillance should be understood not only as a technological innovation for security, but as 

a socio-political transformation that reshapes governance, power relations, and everyday urban 

life, while raising questions about citizens’ perceptions, acceptance, and agency

If AI surveillance is introduced to enhance security, why does it simultaneously 

produce concerns about control, privacy, and algorithmic governance in public 

space? 

Theoretical Framework

This project draws on Critical Security Studies to conceptualize 

AI surveillance as a form of governance through technology. 

Rather than treating surveillance purely as a neutral security 

tool, the analysis examines how algorithmic monitoring 

reshapes power relations, normalizes observation, and 

influences citizens’ behavior in public space. 
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Methodological Contribution 

By combining document analysis and a mini-survey, the 

project triangulates institutional narratives, and public 

perceptions of AI surveillance in a specific urban 

context.
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